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original home, was given in the Census and Statistics Monthly for May, 1014, at
p. 110, while a still more detailed account of the earlier history of the industry was
given in a publication of the Commission of Conservation, Ottaws, entitled “Fur
Farming in Canada”, by J. Walter Jones, B.A., B.S_A., the second edition of which
was published in 1914,

Fur Farms of Canada.—The term ‘fur farm" jncludes farms devoted en-
tirely to the raising of fur-bearing animals (principally silver foxes), together with
parts of farms where the raising of fur-bearing animals is carried on as a distinct
branch of the operations. Such farms increased in numbers from 429 in 1919 to
6,369 in 1931, or, if muskrat and beaver farms are included, to 6,541, and the industry
is still growing in number of farms and varieties of fur-bearing animals on these
farms, although its revenue has suffered from the effects of the low level to which
prices for live animals and pelts of all kinds dropped in 1931. Although the fox has
proved the most suited to domestication, other kinds of fur-bearing wild anjmals
are being raised in captivity-—mink, raccoon, skunk, marten, fisher and rabbit.
Mink farms are now the most numerous of the miscellaneous class, raccoon farms
coming second and muskrat third. A few of the fox farms also raise miscellaneous
fur-bearing animals in addition to the foxes.

Capital Investment.—The earliest Dominion-wide statistics of fur farms
were collected for the year 1819, and since then annual statistics have been obtained.
Statistics showing the increasing numbers and values of fur-bearing animals-on fur
farms ‘are given in Tables 20 and 21, the former showing an increase of 524 p.c.
since 1923, and the latter an increase of 34 p.c. from $6,325,718 to $8,497,237.
The capital investment in lands and buildings in 1931 was $7,005,111, making a
grand total investment of $15,592,348 in the industry in that year.

20.—Numbers of Fur-bearing Animals on Fur Farms in Canada at Dec. 31, 1923-31.

Kind of Animal. 1923, § 1924, | 1925, | 1026. | 1927 | 1928 | 1020. | 1930. | 1931.
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!Statistics not available.
*Based on estimates lurnisbed by the operators of tha farms.




